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PERSONAL PARTICULARS 
Name: Dr Rick Weiss 
 
EDUCATION  
Ph.D (History of Religions) University of Chicago 
 
M.A. (History of Religions) Graduate Theological Union 
 
B.S. (Optical Engineering) University of Rochester 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
2008  
Senior Lecturer of South Asian Religions, Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand 
 
2002 - 2007  
Lecturer of South Asian Religions, Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand 
 
2001 - 2002 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Whitman College, Washington, USA 
 
2000 
Lecturer, The Graham School, University of Chicago, Illinois, USA 
 
1989 - 1991 
Math and Science teacher, U. S. Peace Corps, Swaziland 
 
TEACHING, STUDENTS SUPERVISION  
For teaching: 
Religious Studies 103: Introduction to Asian Religions 
Religious Studies 205: Religions of India 
Religious Studies 326: Healing and Religion 
Religious Studies 425: Advanced Studies in Asian Religions 
 
For supervision:  
Donna Hendry (PhD), 2003 - present: Buddhism and Politics in Burma 
Hugh Kemp (PhD submitted), 2003 - present: Buddhism in New Zealand 
Thomas Nagy (PhD), 2008 - present: St. Thomas, Christianity and Religious Hybridity in 

South India 
Negar Partow (MA awarded), 2002 - 2004: Religious and Political Discourse in Iran.  
Lalipa Nilubol (MA awarded), 2002 - 2004: Cinematic Depictions of Dreamlands 
Fiona Dalton (MA awarded), 2005 - 2007:  Conversion Among Dalits in Tamil Nadu 
Anushka Perinpanayagam (MA awarded), 2005 - 2008: LTTE Formulations of Tamil Identity 

in Sri Lanka 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
Authored Book and Monograph 
2003 
The Reformulation of a Holy Science: Siddha Medicine and Tradition in South India 
(dissertation monograph). Ann Arbor, MI: UMI, 2003. 
 
Book Chapter 
2008  
“Divorcing Ayurveda: Siddha Medicine and the Quest for Uniqueness.” In Modern and Global 
Ayurveda: Pluralism and Paradigms, edited by Dagmar Wujastyk and Frederick M. Smith, 77-
99. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press. 
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2005 
“The Autonomy of Tradition: Creating Space for Indian Medicine.” In Historicizing “Tradition” in 
the Study of Religion (Religion and Society 43), edited by Steven Engler and Gregory P. 
Grieve, 175-194. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter. 
 
2005 
(with Gregory Grieve) “Illuminating the Half-life of Tradition: Legitimation, Agency and Counter-
Hegemonies.” In Historicizing “Tradition” in the Study of Religion (Religion and Society 43), 
edited by Steven Engler and Gregory P. Grieve, 1-15. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter. 
 
2004 
“The Social Power of Miracles.” In What is Religion For? Refereed Proceedings of the 
International Association for the History of Religions 2002 Conference, edited by Joseph 
Bulbulia and Paul Morris, 259-274. Wellington, New Zealand: Victoria University Press. 
 
Article 
In Press  
Recipes for Immortality: Healing, Religion, and Community in South India. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2009 (January). 
 
2008  
Review. Sumathi Ramaswamy. The Lost Land of Lemuria: Fabulous Geographies, 
Catastrophic Histories. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004. History of Religions 47.4 
(May 2008): 342-344. 
 
2007 
“The Limits of Inventing Tradition: The Dravidian Movement in South India.” In Tradition as a 
Resource: Invention, Innovation, Inheritance. A Special Issue of the Australian Religion Studies 
Review 20.1: 59-75. 
 
2007 
Review. Alastair McGlashan. The History of the Holy Servants of the Lord Siva: A Translation 
of the Periya Puranam of Cekkilar. Oxford, UK: Trafford Publishing, 2006. Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society 17.4: 480-482. 
 
2006 
Review. Susan Bayly. Saints, Goddesses and Kings: Muslims and Christians in South Indian 
Society, 1700-1900. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. New Zealand Journal of 
Asian Studies 8.2: 197-200. 
 
2006 
Review. C. J. Fuller. The Renewal of the Priesthood: Modernity and Tradition in a South Indian 
Temple. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003. History of Religions 46.2 (Nov. 
2006): 171-73. 
 
2005 
“The Global Guru: Sai Baba and the Miracle of the Modern.” In New Zealand Journal of Asian 
Studies 7.2 (December 2005): 5-19. 
 
 


